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To: Executive Board members 

 

 

 

World Skate  

Executive Board Meeting Recap 

15
th
 April 2023 

 

Dear Executive Board members, 

 

Please find below the main topics addressed during the World Skate Executive Board meeting held 

on 15
th
 April 2023. 

1. Institutional Updates 

●​ New Members: President Aracu welcomed Ellen French (Roller Derby Chair) and Amelia 

Brodka (Athletes’ Representative) to the Board. 

●​ Ratification: The appointment of Amelia Brodka was unanimously ratified. 

2. Reintegration of Russian and Belarusian Athletes 

The meeting was urgently convened to discuss the potential return of athletes with Russian or 

Belarusian passports following recent IOC recommendations. 

The IOC Position: The IOC suggested a path for these athletes to return to international 

competitions under strict conditions: 

●​ Neutrality: They must compete as Individual Neutral Athletes (AINs) with no flags, 

anthems, or national symbols. 

●​ Exclusions: No teams are allowed. Athletes or support staff with military/national security 

ties or those who actively support the war (including social media activity) are ineligible. 

●​ Anti-Doping: Athletes must meet all standard testing requirements. 

Operational Challenges Identified by World Skate: President Aracu highlighted significant hurdles 

in implementing these guidelines: 

●​ Verification Costs: Background check agencies (e.g., Sport Radar) charge roughly $5,000 

per athlete, creating a massive financial burden. 

●​ Privacy & Legal Risks: Checking private social media or requiring "anti-war" statements 

could violate privacy laws or put athletes at risk of criminal prosecution in their home 

countries. 
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●​ Logistics & Funding: Without support from National Federations, it is unclear who would 

pay for travel and lodging. Furthermore, many host nations currently deny entry visas to 

these citizens. 

3. Board Decision: 

●​ Consistency: The Board emphasized that World Skate is a multi-sport federation and cannot 

make a decision for Skateboarding (Olympic) that differs from its other non-Olympic 

disciplines. 

●​ Resolution: While expressing support for human rights and the IOC’s mission, the Board 

determined that the administrative and logistical complexities are currently too high. 

●​ Outcome: The Board voted unanimously to remain in a "stand-by" position, delaying any 

immediate reintegration. They will wait for further clarity and final decisions from the IOC 

later in 2023 before taking further action. 

 

Best regards,​  

 

 

  ​ ​     ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​     Roberto Marotta 

  ​ ​     ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​     Secretary General 
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