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World Skate is the governing body recognized by 
the IOC for all sports performed on skating wheels. 

ABOUT 
WORLD SKATE

100 YEARS 
OF LEADERSHIP IN ROLLER SPORTS 
 

12,000 ATHLETES 
ENGAGED AT WORLD SKATE EVENTS 
 

137 NATIONAL FEDERATIONS 
AFFILIATED WITH WORLD SKATE
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Downhill racing is the ultimate form of speed and con-
trol over the wheels. Riders skate down steep roads, 
racing both against the clock and against each other.

Heats of four athletes standing on skateboards or ly-
ing on ground-level street luges or on skates race at 
over 100 km/h while travelling only a few centimetres 
from each other.

ABOUT 
DOWNHILL



04 DOWNHILL WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS

DISCIPLINES 
OF DOWNHILL

DOWNHILL SKATEBOARDING 
requires an exceptionally high level 
of skills, representing the ultimate 
expression of speed and control 
on a skateboard. Riders descend 
steep mountain roads, competing 
both against the clock and head-

to-head against one another.

STREET LUGE
is the most historic and one of the 
fastest forms of downhill racing, 
alongside Downhill Skateboarding. 
It requires an exceptionally high le-
vel of skill, with speeds of up to 130 
km/h achievable on certain tracks. 
The sport demands the same core 
qualities as Downhill Skateboarding, 
including advanced technical ability, 
precise control, and highly aerody-
namic riding positions to safely ta-
ckle steep and demanding courses.

INLINE DOWNHILL 
is a downhill discipline practiced on ska-
tes rather than skateboards. Speeds of 
up to 120 km/h can be reached on straight 
sections, provided the rider maintains 
an aerodynamic position and uses high-

quality equipment.
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PILLARS

CONTROL
Riders control their speed through a variety 
of braking techniques.

SAFETY 
Riders wear aerodynamic helmets and rac-
ing suits  designed to maximize protection and 
aerodynamic efficiency.

SPEED 
Riders hit speeds up to 125 km/h while racing 
head-to-head.
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200+
ATHLETES 

30+ 
COUNTRIES 

2M+ 
VIEWS ON IG

370K+ 
FOLLOWER 

4–5 
EVENT DAYS

THOUSANDS 
OF SPECTATORS 

DOWNHILL 
IN NUMBERS

BASED ON OTHER WORLD SKATE EVENTS
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COMPETITION 
FORMAT

DAY 1/2: 
2 days of practice for athletes to analyze every  
centimeter of the track. 
 
DAY 3: 
1 day with 3 rounds of timed runs, eliminating riders 
progressively. 64 athletes qualify for racing. 
 
DAY 4: 
1 day of 4-people heat racing. Each round, the first  
2 athletes of a heat advance until the big final.
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MAIN REQUIREMENTS:

•	STEEPNESS: minimum of 6% average
•	LENGTH: minimum 1,5 kms
•	TECHNICAL DIFFICULTY:  

braking points and high top speeds
•	GOOD PAVEMENT
•	OPTIONS TO PROTECT THE TRACK:  

hay bales or ski protections
•	ACCESS for spectators
•	ALTERNATIVE SHUTTLE WAY:  

secondary road or street; funicular; ski lift

FIELD OF PLAY:
THE RACE TRACK

NOT ALL FACTORS ARE STRICTLY MANDATORY.  
A COMBINATION OF THEM WILL BRING THE MORE  
PROFITABLE SETUP FOR AN EVENT.
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EVENT REQUIREMENTS
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EVENT REQUIREMENTS



011 DOWNHILL WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS

EVENT REQUIREMENTS



012 DOWNHILL WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS

GET IN 
TOUCH!

TO EXPLORE HOSTING OPPORTUNITIES FOR  
THE DOWNHILL WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS: 

 EVENTS@WORLDSKATE.ORG


